
Crossing the Aisle: Unveiling Partisan and
Counter-Partisan Events in News Reporting

Kaijian Zou1, Xinliang Frederick Zhang1,
Winston Wu2, Nick Beauchamp3, Lu Wang1

1University of Michigan, 2University of Hawaii at Hilo, 3Northeastern University



Media Bias
● News Media plays an important role at shaping public opinions

● Often, they selectively write stories favoring their preferred stance

● Existing works focus bias on

○ Token Level

○ Phrase Level

● But what about events?



How news media include and organize events to subtly
reflect their ideology?



PAC Annotation
● PAC, a dataset annotated with PArtisan and Counter-partisan events

● Partisan Events: events that advance the media outlet’s ideology

● Counter-Partisan Events: events that mitigate the intended bias



● Stories Sampled from Allsides

● Each story contains a pair of articles and is
annotated by 2+ people

● Article ideology and event partisanship

Dataset Statistics

PAC

Stories 152

Articles 304

Partisan Events 6432

Counter-Partisan
Events

2079

Time Range 2012-2023



Why Counter-Partisan Events
● Hypothesis 1: Newsworthiness

● Hypothesis 2: Market Breadth

● Hypothesis 3: Emotional Engagement



Experiments
● Detect Partisan and Counter-Partisan Events

● ChatGPT perform worser than RoBERTa and POLITICS



Thank you!
Dataset is available at: https://github.com/launchnlp/Partisan-Event-Dataset


